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DBrincipal’s Wlessage

I would like to extend a special WELCOME to all new Forbes students and
parents and am hopeful that the transition has been a smooth one! I'm
hopeful that all that have returned to Forbes have also had a successful
start! The year has started successfully without any major issues! |
appreciate everyone's willingness to help make this year a great one!

Our enroliment did not grow as some other district schools did this year. We
have approximately the same number of students as last year, 692.

Thank you to the PTA and Volunteers for assembling the First Day Packets
which parents can't wait to get every year! We appreciate PTA doing this for
us. It'sa big job and a huge help to our staffl PTA provided us with a
Breakfast Brunch that was delicious and was enjoyed by all. Thank you to
those who provided food and or helped in any way!

We have double-blocked our 7th and 8th grade Science and Social studies
classes this year, similar to what the high school does, so you may be
hearing about an A and B day schedule. This type of schedule has been
requested by teachers and we were able to implement it this year. This
additional time in class every other day will allow most experiments and
specific projects and/or lessons to be completed in one day rather than two.

We plan to begin adding our Stretch period to our schedule on September
21st. This schedule will create a 29-minute period between 6th and 7th
periods that will enable teachers to work with specific students that may
need additional assistance in their class, it will allow students with questions
access to a teacher to help with homework, it provides Study Hall where
students can work on homework, and character education will also be
implemented during the period at times as well this year. Students that are
passing their classes, have all their work turned in, and who perform well on
assessments are allowed the opportunity to choose what activity and/or
where they will go during this period of time as a reward for their work and
achievements.

Your child may have shared information regarding on our school-wide Tally
or Step System. This system was developed at teachers’ request for us to be
able to address some minor infractions quickly and easily without taking as
much of students and teachers time to write disciplinary referrals as they
have done in the past. The district's Student Code of Conduct is followed,
but we've tweaked some things teachers and teams were already doing and
developed a plan to address minor situations. If a student commits a major
offense, a disciplinary referral will be written. This plan is designed to be a
teaching one where minor infractions are addressed quickly, students are
taught what they should do, they may be issued a tally or mark. Should
a student receive 5, 10, or 15 cumulative tallies during a 9-week period, they
are assigned afterschool detention. Should a student receive 20 tallies in a
9-week period, they will be issued a disciplinary referral and the student will
serve time in our in school suspension, BIC, and possibly have other
consequences assigned as well. Most of our students will not ever receive
detentions as they do what they should all the time and will be
rewarded/recognized in some way at the end of each nine weeks. Each nine
weeks gives students an opportunity to be rewarded/recognized.
Accumulated tallies are eliminated.

If your child is having any problems, please have him/her let us know or you,

the parent, can contact us as well. Progress Reports will go home with
students on September 18th if our computers cooperate.

Sincerely,

Leonard Rboads

Texas

PTA

everychild.enevoice”

PTA News

NEXT PTA MEETING IS Thursday,

i October 1°' at 8:30 a.m. Please join us!
i Welcome to Forbes Middle School! We are looking forward :
i to another great year here at the home of the Silver Eagles! :
i If you have the idea that middle school parents become
i less involved OR are needed less at school as their children

i become older ... NOT SO! You are a tremendous asset to

i FMS and we hope you will seek the PTA out as an avenue
{ to becoming involved at your child’s school. We hope you
i will join us! The following positions are available:

¢ Volunteer Coordinator (]
¢ Environmental Chair R
¢ Legislative Action Chair
. . VOLUNTEER.
¢ Reflections Chair
+ 8" Grade Representative

Please Contact PTA President, Charlene Ganski at
i Charlene Ganski@yahoo.com if you would like more
¢ information on the above-mentioned positions. :

e Sign up on the website to receive
the Forbes Email News!

M OUT the FMS Website

www.georgetownisd.org/forbes

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Sept. 18™ — Picture Day

Sept. 22" — QSP Fundraiser KICKOFF

Sept. 24™ — Snack Luncheon for Staff
(sponsored by FMS PTA)

Oct 1% — PTA Meeting at 8:30 a.m.

Oct. 5 — NJHS Induction Ceremony

Oct. 9" — Campus Inservice/Student Holiday

Oct. 12" — Comp Day/Student Holiday

There are MANY more school activity
dates highlighted on the school calendar
on the FMS Website.



mailto:Charlene_Ganski@yahoo.com

EARNING S FOR FMS

CLIP and SAVE your BOXTO
EDUCATION!!!I Each Box Top is worth 10
cents to Forbes. A fast and easy way to
earn $$3$ for Forbes Middle school! We will
be collecting them in your homerooms for a
contest soon. Stay tuned !!!

If you ARe iNTEResTEd iN
Helping with THE TrasH
10 CasH PpROGRAM AT
Forbes, please contact
THe school.

"Trash to Cash" is a program that Forbes ig
involved in to promote environmental awareness
and provide an opportunity for individuale and
buginegges in our community to recycle used ink
cartridges (fax & printer), cell phones, PDAg, and
pagers. Please send the above items to school
with your child to drop off at the 'Bubble’ to be
placed in our recycling box.

Forbes is collecting nestle
water bottle labels to help
fund equipment for P.E. and
Athletics.  Please turn in
your labels to Mrs. Craig at
the “Bubble”. Thank Vou!

The Forbes Depot provides a place for students to
obtain both fun and functional school supplies
throughout the year. Offering everything from pens
and pencils, t-shirts and locker accessories, The
Forbes Depot enables students to shop for school
supplies themselves. With new shipments arriving
throughout the year, there is always something new
and exciting to buy!

Operated by the PTA, profits from The Depot fund
different events and programs during the school
year. The store is operated by a large number of
parent and student volunteers. If you have an
interest in becoming involved through volunteering
once a week or once a month, please contact Sally
Blankenship at trbsab@suddenlink.net

20=AS@N=D

i Dear Parents, 5
: For Flu prevention this year please refer to the following :
i guidelines from our Director of Health and Safety
i Services Mary McKenna: §
i e Review with your children to wash hands thoroughly
: with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially
after coughing or sneezing.  Should water not be
available, use hand sanitizers properly. You can seta i
¢ good example through demonstrating this for them.
: e Do not send children to school if they are sick. Any
i children, who are found to be sick, after an assessment
by the School RN, will be sent home. Our goal is to
keep our school community as healthy as possible by
excluding students appearing to have a contagious
illness and sending those students home too ill to :
attend to the many activities of the school day. Keep
your student home for at least 24 hours after they no
i longer have fever, without fever-reducing drugs. :
: e Continue to teach your children not to share food,
: drinks, or unwashed utensils, and to cover their i
coughs and sneezes. Covering up their coughs or
sneezes using the elbow, arm or sleeve instead of a
hand when a tissue is unavailable will also help
prevent spread of illness. 5

i Please call your school should your student become ill
. with flu-like symptoms. The symptoms include fever i
{ (over 100), cough, sore throat, body aches, headache, :
i and possibly vomiting or diarrhea. This will help us !
i monitor and proceed. We will notify you of any
i changes to this strategy to prevent the spread of flu
. illnesses as we continue through the fall. We all must !
: work together. '

. Thanks, Léndeey Loue, RN BSN

Effective Sept. 1*, talking on a cell phone
while in a school zone is NOT permitted.
Also, everyone in the vehicle, regardless
of age or where they are seated, is
required to wear a seatbelt.

All volunteers MUST get a background
check The formis at the GISD website :

http://www.georgetownisd.org/career/jobs/application
/volunteernew.asp

OR you can fill out the form with Patty Craig
at the bubble.

ParentCONNECT

Go the Forbes website and sign up for
ParentCONNECT. To have the abilility
to view your student’s progress reports,
attendance and report cards, click on
the ParentCONNECT link.
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