
Parent Notes

Addition and Subtraction

Outline
These addition and subtraction resources are for assisting children in Grade 3 and 4.

Children need to be able to recognize and explain the connection between addition and 
subtraction. They also need to recall addition facts for single-digit numbers and related 
subtraction facts, to develop increasingly efficient mental strategies for computation.

Resources and Strategies
• Flash Cards - Use addition and subtraction flash cards to develop fluent and efficient 

strategies. With greater fluency, children become quicker at partitioning, rearranging 
and regrouping numbers to calculate and solve problems.

• Polygon Puzzles - Use addition and subtraction polygon puzzles to encourage your 
children to use efficient mental strategies when combining their knowledge of 
addition and subtraction facts to aid computation. 

• Word Problems - Use word problems to assist children to identify the operation 
required to solve the problem and to develop efficient mental and written strategies 
for addition and subtraction.

• Srategy Posters - Use strategy posters as a reference for children to identify the most 
efficient strategy to adopt when adding and subtracting.

Addition and Subtraction at Home
Board Games

Play a range of board games at home, so that your children can develop efficient mental 
strategies for addition and subtraction.

Total Bills

During a meal out or when shopping at the supermarket, encourage children to add the 
cost of each item in their head. Before getting the bill, ask your children for their estimate 
of the total cost. 

21 Card Game

The dealer and all other players have two cards. The players' cards are face up and the 
dealer's card is face down. Each player takes turns deciding if they want another card. 
The dealer reveals one of their cards. The aim is to get to a total of 21 or as close as 
possible.
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